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Middelgrunden Offshore Wind 40MW

Danish Pilot:

Combining offshore wind and tourism
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Basic information

• Situated just 3.5 km’s off the harbor in 
Copenhagen, Denmark.

• Established 2000 as the largest offshore wind 
farm in the World.

• Delivering 3% of power to Copenhagen.
• Two owners each 50%: 

❖HOFOR (Copenhagen Municipality) and 
❖A Cooperative with 8,550 members
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Safety rules – entering the turbine

Rules: Danish Maritime Authority
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• Standard boat with access 

directly to the platform –

fixed bridge with rails.

•RIB boat with access from 

the sea level and a ladder 

outside the foundation –

safety suit depending on 

water temperature; life 

jacket compulsory.

With a large boat for 30 people a 
stair has been installed to give easy 
and safe access.
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Safety rules – entering the Nacelle

Rules: Does not exist. Own safety 
instruction to be signed by all visitors 
when climbing the turbine.
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• Stop production 

• How to use the ladders – depends 

on type of turbine (one section or more)

• Lightning closer than 70 km.

• Risk is dependent of “rail 

protection” at the Nacelle.

Rules are very difficult to find as the standard rules are covering 
service people entering the turbine during production and 
equipped with safety equipment and having followed a safety 
course. 
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Safety rules – lesson learned
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The RIB is more sensitive to the weather; 

increase of wind during the visit can result 

in difficulties to reentering the RIB. We had 

to wait 1 hour for help.

More boat companies results in better 

advertising (own web pages)
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Risk on persons
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• Falling or break/twist a 

leg.

•Slide in spilled oil.

•Get squeezed hands 

when a wave move the 

boat. 

•…….
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Insurance
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• Insurance must be 

obtained by the company 

operating the tourist tours 

as part of their normal 

insurance for guide 

activities, - only by the 

turbine owner if they 

guide the tours by own 

employees.

• Safety rules is a must and 

must be signed by all 

participants.
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Risk of financial loss
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• Insurance for “damage” to 

the wind turbine caused 

by the visits is not 

covered. 

• A typical “damage”: the 

guide forgets to reset from 

manual control to remote 

control. 

• The damage: potential loss 

of production and extra 

cost of sending a person 

out to do the resetting.  
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Safety and logistic – training
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New guides must follow a training 

course focusing on:

- How to stop/start the 

production

- Instruction about safety

- How to open the Nacelle

- How to reset after activating the 

emergency stop

- Etc.
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