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Middelgrunden Offshore Wind 40MW

Danish Pilot:

Combining offshore wind and tourism

2

Basic information

• Situated just 3.5 km’s off the harbor in 
Copenhagen, Denmark.

• Established 2000 as the largest offshore wind 
farm in the World.

• Delivering 3% of power to Copenhagen.
• Two owners each 50%: 

❖HOFOR (Copenhagen Municipality) and 
❖A Cooperative with 8,000 members

• Lease of the seabed ends 2025;         
repowering ongoing.
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Visiting the windfarm is an old tradition in Denmark
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• We started already during the construction phase having 
1600 people visiting the building site. 

• Owners have been invited to visit their wind farm 3rd

Sunday in June (windmill day).

• At the open day: we have 150-200 people every years on 
a sailing trip including climbing the turbine.

Since 2000 at Middelgrunden Wind
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What regulatory, or planning challenges 
have we encountered?
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Only: Danish Maritime Authority

• You are allowed to sail to the turbines – this may not 
be the case all over the World!

• The safety rules:

• On the boat: the captain

• From the boat to the foundation: Like 
approaching a harbor – the captain

• Entering the turbines is a question between the 
owner and you
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Safety rules – entering the turbine

Rules: Danish Maritime Authority
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• Standard boat with access 

directly to the platform –

fixed bridge with rails.

•RIB boat with access from 

the sea level and a ladder 

outside the foundation –

safety suit depending on 

water temperature; life 

jacket compulsory.

With a large boat for 30 people a 
stair has been installed to give easy 
and safe access.
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Safety rules – lesson learned
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The RIB is more 

sensitive to the 

weather.

Increase of windspeed 

during the visit can 

result in difficulties to 

reentering the RIB. 

Here a situation in November where 
we had to wait 1 hour for an extra 
person to help by the mooring.
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Safety rules – entering the Nacelle

Rules visitors: Does not exist. Own 
safety instruction to be signed by all 
visitors when climbing the turbine.
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• Stop production.

• How to use the ladders – depends 

on type of turbine (one section or several)

• Lightning closer than 70 km.

• Risk is dependent of “rail 

protection” at the Nacelle.

The standard rules are covering service 
people entering the turbine during 
production and equipped with safety 
equipment and having followed a safety 
course. 
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Insurance
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• Insurance has been 

obtained by the company 

operating the tourist tours 

as part of their normal 

insurance for consulting 

activities.

• Safety rules is a must and 

must be signed by all 

participants.
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What would be the pre-conditions for 
rolling out this type of multi-use to other 
areas in your country/sea basin?
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• Only turbines from before around 2003 have 
several floors and can be climbed without 
safety line.

• Owners in general - like utilities have no 
interest in a visiting program- cooperatives 
have. 

• The legal and safety rules for professional 
service people cannot be followed, - and 
need not to be followed.
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Your recommendations for the planners and sectoral regulators 
dealing with multi-use

Your recommendations for the policy makers for your multi-use

Don’t make special rules if not 
needed.

Accept that tourist visits is different 
from service visits.

Demand local safety rules by climbing.

Accept sailing between the turbines 
by tourist boats.
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https://www.h2020united.eu/pilots-denmark



Hans Chr. Soerensen; consult@spok.dk 

julia.fernandez.chozas@gmail.com
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