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Middelgrunden Offshore Wind 40MW

Danish Pilot:
Combining offshore wind and tourism
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Basic information

• Situated just 3.5 km off the harbor in 
Copenhagen, Denmark.

• Established 2000 as the largest offshore wind 
farm in the World.

• Delivering 3% of power to Copenhagen.
• Two owners each 50%: 

vHOFOR (Copenhagen Municipality) and 
vA Cooperative with 8,000 members

• Lease of the seabed ends 2025;         
repowering ongoing.
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Visiting the windfarm is an old tradition in Denmark
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• We started already during the construction phase having 
1600 people visiting the building site. 

• Owners have been invited to visit their wind farm 3rd

Sunday in June (windmill day).
• At the open day: we have 150-200 people every year on a 

sailing trip including climbing the turbine.

Since 2000 at Middelgrunden Wind
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Why tourism in combination with offshore wind?
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And whom could do it
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• Promoting wind
• The owner of the wind farm
• An association related to wind or RE

• Boat operators and tourism agencies
• Can add business to already existing boat ad guided 

tours

For the Danish pilot: there is no business in doing it other places in Europe.
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Activities 2017-2023
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Number of tours 

* In 2023 only ½ year
In 2022-23 50% of the tours included climbing.
In 2017 - 2019 only 30% were climbing.

Business 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023*
Trips 31 35 48 4 13 75 67
Guests 676 930 1117 130 246 1687 1569
1.000 € 38,9 44,3 55,6 4,4 19,5 102,1 111,7
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How to get started
What you need

• A positive wind turbine owner
• At least so you have permission to 

sail around/close to the wind farm
• If climb, a suitable wind turbine 

with floors
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What do you need
Boat operators willing to invest a little and guides to tell the story
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Safety rules

• You are allowed to sail to the turbines – this may not 
be the case all over the World!

• The safety rules:
• On the boat: the captain
• From the boat to the foundation: Like 

approaching a harbor – the captain
• Entering the turbines is a question between the 

owner and you

Demands for the boat operators

With a large boat for 30 people a 
stair has been installed to give 
easy and safe access.
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Demands for the boat operators
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Zodiac with access from the sea 
level and a ladder outside the 
foundation – safety suit  depending 
on water temperature; life jacket 
compulsory.

New boat: Zodiac – special safety rules

The Zodiac is more sensitive to the weather.

Increase of windspeed during the visit can 
result in difficulties to reentering the RIB. 

Safety instruction to be signed for Insurance 
reason.
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Demands for the guides
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Establish a manual and do training course
New guides must follow a training 
course focusing on:

- How to stop/start the production

- Instruction about safety

- How to open the Nacelle

- How to reset after activating the 
emergency stop

- Etc.
Remember: The standard rules are covering 
service people entering the turbine during 
production and equipped with safety 
equipment and having followed a safety 
course. We are not service people!!
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If visits are not possible
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https://www.h2020united.eu/pilots-denmark

Virtual visits

Three videos in Danish and English about
- The visit
- The construction
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Where could this be implemented? 
Use the Middelgrunden wind farm multi-use model to maximise local 
socio-economic benefits & ensure acceptance of your project
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• It is much more than a travel experience and a guided tour: 
• It is an eyes’ opening for many:
• Size of a turbine and possible visual impact
• Possible noise impact
• Distance to shore and populated areas

• Something unique – even for people working in the 
sector for decades

• Let’s you feel the (challenging) offshore environment –
unknown for the majority



Hans Chr. Soerensen; consult@spok.dk 
julia.fernandez.chozas@gmail.com


